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GLASS OF 1822
ABBAHAM OOTHOFT HALSEY
Born Hovember 1 1 , 1798 a t  W h ite sb o ro .
Graduated at Union C o lle g e , 1 8 2 2 .
Died A u gu st, 1868 at B ich b o a , P a .
M arried  1st • E liz a b e th  V a n a rsd a le , who was born J an . 
2 9 , 1 7 9 4 ; d ied  November, 1 8 4 8 . She was a n o b le , good 
woman, and o f  in e s tim a b le  h e lp  to  him .
M arried  2n d . H a r r ie t  A* A d a ir , b o m  at Ghambersburg, 
and d ie d  in  1866 a t  C h u r c h v ille , P a.
He s tu d ie d  d i v i n i t y  a t  P r in c e to n ; founded and e s ta b ­
l is h e d  a church (P re sb y te r ia n ) on Vine S t r e e t ,  P h i la d e l­
p h ia , near T w elfth  S t r e e t ,  fh ic h  charge he r e sig n e d  a f t e r  
two or three y e a r s 1 p a sto r a te  and a cc ep te d  a c a l l  to  th e  
Butch Beformed Church o f  north and Southampton lo c a te d  at 
C h u r c h v ille , Bucks C o . ,  P a . ,  vhere he remained i t s  P a sto r  
f o r t y -n in e  y e a r s . He r e s ig n e d  on accou n t o f  i l l  h e a lth  
in  1 8 6 6 , and l iv e d  w ith  h i s  so n , Luther F .  H a lse y , M. B . ,  
about one y e a r , and d ied  A u gu st, 1 8 6 8 . W hile P a sto r  o f  
the Butch Beformed Church at Church v i l l e ,  P a . ,  he took  
in to  h is  fa m ily  many boys and f i t t e d  them fo r  c o l le g e ,  
among whom was E l is h a  K . Kane, the A r tie  e x p lo r e r . He v/as 
a profound t h e o lo g ia n . He was c a l le d  to many churches in  
Hew York C ity  and B ro ok lyn , but d e c lin e d . B eing o f  a v ery  
m odest, r e t i r i n g  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  he p r e fe r r e d  r u r a l  country  
l i f e .  He was endowed w ith  great s t r e n g t h . At one tim e a 
man c a l le d  on him and was in s u lt in g  in  h is  manner and 
la n g u a g e , whereupon M r. H a lsey  p ick ed  him up b o d ily  and h eld  
him over a la r g e  ra in  c a s k , and toldC him u n le s s  he took  
back what he had s a id  amd a p o lo g iz e d , he would souse him 
in to  i t  head and h e e l s .
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am Oothout Halsey, Churchvi.le, Pa.
Born at Schenectady, N. Y.. Nov. 3, 1798. A.B. (Union, 1822). 
Princeton Sem., 1827. R. D. clergyman. Aug. 23, 186KT
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Halsey, Abram Oothout, b. Schenectady, N. Y ., Nov. 3, 1798; U.C. 1822,
P.S. 1827; ord. Presbyt. of North River, May 1, 1828; N. and S ’.
Hampton, 1829-67; died Aug. 23, 1868. D.D. by R. C. 1859.
He was a man of child-like spirit, esteeming others better than himself.
He was diffident about preaching before other ministers, yet he had excel­
lent gifts. He was unsuspicious. While mighty to wield the weapons of 
war against Christ’s enemies, it was a fault that he knew not how to defend 
himself. He was also a man of catholic spirit. He had no war with other 
sects. With well-settled views of his own, he cared not to dispute. His 
charitableness was unbounded. He was the highest style of an old-school 
Christian gentleman. His sympathies were also remarkable. He had a way 
of talking to the afflicted, of addressing a little child, of listening to a story 
of distress, that few equal, and his prayers were possessed of peculiar unc­
tion. He was eminent as a preacher. New York and Philadelphia sought 
his services when in middle life, but he remained in his first charge. He 
had great vigor of health, was an athletic man, and a severe student. When 
in middle life, with full voice, and large presence, and gleaming eye, and 
great thoughts, as he stood in his pulpit, he was overwhelming, sometimes 
melting his congregation with the pity and tenderness of the cross, and 
then coming down like an avalanche of rock upon the fortresses of dark­
ness. The Bible was his great study, and to illustrate and corroborate its 
truths he delved into all modern science, ransacking and rifling the astro­
nomical. geological, botanic and mineralogical worlds. He had great 
originality of intellect, and spoke literally extempore. He sometimes 
talked in parables and allegories. There was no hollow cant, no whining 
sentimentality about him, but a manly carriage of Christian behavior that 
showed the world he loved Christ.
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S o c ie ty .
Adelphic Catalogue 1850
o f  South Hampton, t f .J .,  
(Died: 1868)
was a member o f  th e  A d e lp h ic
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